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At the time, Imperial resources—particularly in shipping
—were severely taxed by the demands made upon them for
the general conduct of the war, but in London and at Delhi
political opinion was strongly in favour of the capture of
Baghdad because of the prestige attaching to the achievement.
Strategically, it could be argued, it was extremely desirable
to occupy the city because it was the only base from which
a Turkish army could operate effectively against the British
in Mesopotamia or against south-west Persia. It appeared
must unlikely that hostile reinforcements could arrive on the
Tigris front in time effectively to oppose General Maude,
who might reasonably hope, therefore, to capture Baghdad
and to hold it—helped in his action by the promised renewal
of operations by the Eussians in the Caucasus and in north-
west Persia. Strategically and tactically there appeared to
be nothing to prevent the advance; administratively—as we
have seen—General Maude considered it feasible, as it was—•
at a price.
On the 2nd March, General Maude received a telegram
from the Chief of the Imperial General Staff informing him
that, subject to the security of his force and to the capacity
of his communications, he was to press on towards Baghdad
and exploit his success to the full extent which he himself
judged " useful and feasible." The telegram went on to say
that the superiority of the British and Kussian forces which
would shortly be operating in Mesopotamia appeared to be
sufficient to enable General Maude safely to occupy Baghdad,
provided that he felt that he could maintain a force of four
divisions of infantry and one of cavalry there, and informed
him that the 13th Division would remain at his disposal and
that more troops would be sent to him from India for duty
on the lengthened line of communication.
The decision to make Baghdad the objective of the cam-
paign was made; automatically, fresh .expenditure in man-
power and material was incurred.
At the same time, Sir William Eobertson telegraphed a
report of the situation to the Eussian Headquarters in the
Caucasus and suggested that by an early commencement of
the Russian offensive towards Mosul our Allies would very
effectively co-operate in the operations on the Tigris and help
to bring about a decisive success in Mesopotamia.
Meanwhile, waiting for his instructions, General Maude
had been pressing on his preparations for an advance. By
the time the telegram from London arrived at his Head-

